
REVIEW:

The River Electric
A one-of-a-kind property among Sonoma County’s Russian River Valley’s towering redwoods, with a hearty dose of summer camp nostalgia.

Courtesy The River Electric

ROOMS

40

Reviewed by DANA REBMANN

Why book?

It’s all about enjoying the fleeting moments of Sonoma summer. Splashing in pools,

lounging in the sun, and noshing on caviar-covered hot dogs. (Yes, they’re a thing.) When

the sun sets, drift off to sleep under the stars in a spacious tent with a comfy bed. It’s

summer camp, all grown up, and it’s the ideal setting to chill out, relax, and catch your

breath.

Set the scene

Located just a block from the Russian River amidst massive redwoods, River Electric

captures the magic of camping without the work and planning typically required to sleep

comfortably in the great outdoors. Whether you stay the night or swim for the day, the

check-in area provides your first good look at the property’s smile-inducing mid-century

meets laidback-chic design. A 60-foot round pool, smaller, rectangular adults-only pool,

and a breezy restaurant and bar serve as the social hub of the self-proclaimed “camp hotel

and swim club.” It arguably isn’t the getaway some thought would exist in Sonoma County

wine country, but this is West County. Things are different here, in the best way. Chaise

lounges and portable lawn seats are plentiful, with a half-dozen cabanas sprinkled in the

mix. Retro pool umbrellas are just as pretty as they are practical, providing shade for

millennials fleeing San Francisco’s legendary fog, outdoorsy folks in need of a rest day,
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families escaping the heat, and everyone in between. On Tuesdays, residents of nearby zip

codes can enjoy the pools for $5, and locals don’t hesitate to take advantage. Happy campers

wishing to spend the night can book a furnished tent pitched in the cool summer shade of a

mammoth redwood.

The backstory

It’s an intriguing one. Folks who grew up in wine country know the location as the former

site of J’s Amusements Park: Opened in the late 1960s, the family-run business was a

popular summer destination and well-known for its community fundraising efforts

through the early 2000s. The 12-acre site was purchased in 2018 by the creative folks

behind Shelter Co. to provide a permanent home for the roving event company that’s

renowned for pitching luxury tents in far-flung locations throughout the continental US.

However, because the venue is located in a floodplain, it took seven years to bring the plan to

fruition. Knowing the site will have to weather some wicked winter storms, River Electric is

only open seasonally, from April through October. Everything on the site that’s permanent

is designed to be flood-proof—think solid concrete walls with venting to allow water to pass

through and waterproof vaults to keep electrical systems dry. Anything that can’t handle

being wet for extended periods gets packed up and moved out when the season ends. While

the idea of breaking down and storing a hotel might seem overwhelming to many, it’s just

another day on the job for this hospitality group.

The rooms

Are canvas tents—but they’re playful and hip thanks to custom furnishings such as vibrant

red storage lockers and leather butterfly sling chairs. Comfy beds, either one king or two

doubles, are topped with 500 thread count sheets and down bedding. Plush rugs, screened

windows, electric outlets, and Wi-Fi round out the requisites for a good night’s sleep. All

told, there are 40 tents pitched beneath the canopy of towering redwoods, so you might hear

some noise from nearby neighbors. A communal bathhouse is located between the

campground and pools. Minimalist with just the right touch of glam, along with big custom

sinks, both single-stalls and a family-friendly restroom, there are indoor and outdoor

showers, and a dedicated space to powder your nose that gives off a bit of fun movie star

dressing room vibes.

Food and drink

The Pool Bar kitchen is a 28-foot trailer on wheels (remember, everything that doesn’t react

well to water has to be mobile), and the food and drink offerings at the open-air eatery are

ridiculously strong and delightfully creative. Open only to pool day pass holders and

overnight guests, can’t miss dishes on the all-day menu include the High-Low Dog (a

Hebrew National hot dog on a classic bun topped with crème fraiche, potato chip crumble,

minced yellow onion, and, if you’re feeling indulgent, black caviar), “River Rat” Loaded

Fries, (seasoned French fries with pimento cheese, potato chip crumble, crème fraiche and

scallions), and a vegan gyro with tofu, arugula, lemon tahini, and more wrapped in lavash.

I’m still thinking about the Kiwi River Crush gin cocktail, but oenophiles should look out

for the exclusive River Electric collaboration with naturally made Ruth Lewandowski

Wines. A pop-up dinner series held on Thursdays highlights local chefs and adds tasty

variety to the mix. Continental breakfast is a simple affair served buffet style, including

yogurt, granola, whole fruit, and biscuits (that once made Oprah’s “Favorite Things” list)

from nearby favorite Piknik Town Market.

The neighborhood/area

Depending on traffic, Guerneville is about a 90-minute drive north of San Francisco. If

you’re flying into Northern California, check flight availability at the exceptionally

convenient and Peanuts-centric Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport, just 15 miles

from the property. From River Electric, Guerneville’s shop- and restaurant-lined downtown

is just a 10-minute walk, thanks to a scenic pedestrian bridge that crosses the Russian River.

A field trip to wine country darling, Healdsburg, shouldn’t take you more than a half-hour.

If you’ve got your sights set on seeing Napa Valley, Calistoga is the closest option and

approximately a 45-minute drive.

The service

Staff are energetic and happy to help ensure you have a great stay. That said, there’s nothing

formal about River Electric. A big part of the attraction to this self-proclaimed “camp hotel”

is the relaxed approach to hospitality in the great outdoors.

For families

There aren’t any special services for families, but any kid (or kid at heart) who enjoys

splashing around in a pool and sleeping in a tent will have a good time here.

Eco effort

Located in a flood zone, every piece of the property that can’t be moved is built to get wet

and last.

Accessibility

Three ADA tents are available. The property is spread out; pathways to move about are

fairly level, but some are not paved. Parking, restrooms, and the restaurant are designed

with accessibility in mind. There are lifts for both pools.

Anything left to mention?

Don’t forget layers. When the sun goes down, it gets chilly in the Russian River Valley. Some

summer evenings can be downright cold. If you forget, River Electric carries an impressive

selection of merch. Whether you come for the day or spend the night, give yourself time to

wander the property.

É

A  F I V E - S TA R  H O T E L
W I T H  1 2 X  P O I N T S
12x points on Hotels booked on cititravel.com

I N T R O D U C I N G

CITI STRATA ELITE

LEARN MORE

https://www.cntraveler.com/v2/offers/cnta01011?source=Site_0_JNY_CNT_DESKTOP_FOOTER_0_US_QUICK_PAY_2025_ZZ_PANELA


As the most discerning, up-to-the-minute voice in all things travel, Condé Nast Traveler is the global citizen’s bible and muse,
offering both inspiration and vital intel. We understand that time is the greatest luxury, which is why Condé Nast Traveler mines its
network of experts and influencers so that you never waste a meal, a drink, or a hotel stay wherever you are in the world.

MORE FROM CONDÉ NAST TRAVELER

ABOUT CONDÉ NAST TRAVELER
SUBSCRIBE
MANAGE ACCOUNT
NEWSLETTER SIGN UP
READERS' CHOICE AWARDS
ARCHIVE

CONTACT

CONTACT THE EDITORS
CAREERS

|

© 2025 Condé Nast. All rights reserved. Condé Nast Traveler may earn a portion of sales from products that are purchased through our site as part of our Affiliate Partnerships with retailers. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached
or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Condé Nast. Ad Choices

USER AGREEMENT | PRIVACY POLICY | YOUR CALIFORNIA PRIVACY RIGHTS | RSS FEEDS | CONDÉ NAST STORE PRIVACY INFORMATION United States

https://www.cntraveler.com/
https://www.cntraveler.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/cntraveler/
https://www.facebook.com/CondeNastTraveler
https://www.snapchat.com/add/cntraveler
https://www.instagram.com/cntraveler/
https://twitter.com/CNTraveler
https://www.cntraveler.com/info/about-us
https://www.cntraveler.com/go/failsafe
https://www.cntraveler.com/account/profile
https://www.cntraveler.com/newsletter
https://www.cntraveler.com/inspiration/readers-choice-awards
https://archive.cntraveler.com/
https://www.cntraveler.com/info/about-us
https://www.condenast.com/careers/
http://www.aboutads.info/
https://www.condenast.com/user-agreement/
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-california
https://www.cntraveler.com/feed/rss
https://www.condenaststore.com/

